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Reply Non-Responsive 

The reply filed on 7/21/04 is not responsive to the prior Office Action because of 
the following omission(s) or matter(s): 

This case includes a species election requirement (paper of 3/2/04) and a sub- 
sequent response by applicants (paper of 4/2/04) electing the species of Figure 1 along 
with corresponding claims 1, 2, and 14. Applicants' latest reply however amends inde- 
pendent claims 1 and 14 to incorporate subject matter from claims 5-6 and 17-18. This 
subject matter is exclusive to non-elective inventive species, hence, the amendment 
leaves this application without any claims drawn to the elected Figure 1 species. If 
applicants intend to pursue the subject matter in the present amendment, they must file 
an RCE (request for continued examination) or a divisional application. Otherwise, 
applicants must submit new or amended claims that read on the elected species of 
Figure 1. 

Since the above-mentioned reply appears to be bona fide, applicants are given 
ONE (1) MONTH or THIRTY (30) DAYS from the mailing date of this notice, whichever 
is longer, within which to supply the omission or correction in order to avoid abandon- 
ment. Extensions of this time period may be granted under 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 
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If repeated attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Justine Yu, can be 
reached at 703-308-2675. 

Information regarding the status of this application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or 
Public PAIR, and status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more 
information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Pri- 
vate PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



